
Prior to the competition, the team 

practiced for about a month, using 

the pool at the nearby Brooklyn 

Technical High School. Due to lim-

ited availability, the team practiced 

just twice a week, usually late in the 

evening.   

The Lady Bears fared well in exhibi-

tion competition (as they are cur-

rently only a club team) against two 

well-established swimming programs 

that have their own pools on campus 

and the chance to practice regu-

larly.  In various heats that featured 

up to six swimmers in each event, St. 

Joseph's recorded second-place 

finishes in five of the 14 events and 

finished in third or better in 10 

events.  Although St. Joseph's lost 

the dual meet to both Sarah Law-

rence (79-44) and New Rochelle (71-

53), coach Leonard DiVirgilio 

could not have been more pleased.   

"I'm truly amazed at what this fine 

(BRONXVILLE, NY) ñ St. Joseph's 

College achieved yet another mile-

stone this year as it competed in its 

first intercollegiate swimming meet, a 

double-dual against host Sarah Law-

rence College and the College of 

New Rochelle last Saturday.  

Athletic Director, Frank P. Car-

bone said, "This is a very exciting 

day for St. Joseph's College athlet-

ics.  We have an extremely talented 

and dedicated group of young 

women here and have proven them-

selves to be competitive in just a 

short period of time." 

group of women have accomplished 

in just over one month in the 

pool.  Had it not been for a few 

disqualifications caused by over-

enthusiasm and a lack of meet ex-

perience, the scores would have 

been much closer, but those are 

both positive signs that can be easily 

corrected with more practice,ó 

stated DeVirgilio, who accepted the 

newly created coaching position this 

past October.   

"With a few more weeks of practice 

and with the ability to now attract 

some more talented swimmers to St. 

Joseph's, can you imagine how 

quickly this program will develop?" 

Among the top performers were 

Freshman Kristen McMaster 

(Brooklyn, NY/Fontbonne), who 

recorded second-place finishes in all 

four events she swam: 100-freestyle, 

100-backstroke, 100-breaststroke 
(Continued on page 3) 

Lady Bears Sw imming Makes A Sp lash In  F i r s t  In te rco l l eg ia te  Compet i t ion 

Bears Pound Medgar Evers at  IZOD Center 

(EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ) ñ The 

menõs basketball team snapped a 

three-game losing streak in a lop-

sided 86-58 victory over the Medgar 

Evers Cougars in a special matchup 

played at the IZOD Center, home of 

the New Jersey Nets.  Sophomore 

Justin Gist (Brooklyn, NY/

Newsome) led the Bears with 20 

points and senior Ervin Maddox 

(Staten Island, NY/St. Peter's) netted 

18 points in the victory. 

Medgar Evers, who entered the game 

winless, was shorthanded, missing 

four players including starting center 

and inside presence Kris Deriggs.   

The Bears came out firing from the 

tipoff to take an early 10-point lead 

in the first seven minutes and fin-

ished shooting 51.4 percent for the 

half, their best shooting performance 

thus far.  St. Josephõs utilized their 

speed and quickness to force 12 

turnovers, getting six steals.  Maddox 

sank a jumper with just under four 

minutes to left in the half to give St. 

Josephõs its largest lead at 23. The 

Bears led 45-23 at halftime.  

The Cougars would find little an-

swers in the second, despite coach 

Joseph Cocozello giving his bench 

some significant playing time.  St. 

Josephõs continued their hot shooting 

in the professional arena, shooting 

47.1 percent in the second and 

finishing at 50 percent (6-for-12) 

from behind the 3-point arc.  The 

Bears led by as many as 37 before 

sealing the 86-58 victory. 

Eleven Bears tallied points. Gist shot 

75 percent (3-for-4) from behind the 

3-point arc and added three steals 

with two assists. Maddox shot 7-for-

9 from the floor, dished out six 

assists, grabbing four boards and 

stealing three.   

Larry Fawcett (Queens, NY/Christ 

the King) was the only other Bear in 

double digits, nailing 2 of 3 3-point 

shots en route to 11 points. Senior 

Przemyslaw Kudla (Brooklyn, NY/

St. John's Prep) added nine points, 

seven of which came in the first 10 

minutes, giving St. Josephõs an early 

offensive spark. 

Welcome to the first  

edition of the Brooklyn 

Athletics Newsletter,  

highlighting some of the many 

accomplishments of the 

fall semester. 

For the latest updates on  

St. Josephõs College  

athletics, please visit us on the 

Web at www.sjcbears.com  

Brooklyn Fitness Center 

Hours:  

Mon-Thu:  9 a.m. ñ 7 p.m.  

Fri:  9 a.m. ñ 5 p.m.  

Sat:  9 a.m.ñ 3 p.m.  

Located at 

Tuohy Hall - Lower Level 1 
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Brianne Reilly  

Bears Basketball  poses for a team photo at center court 

of the IZOD Center prior to the Medgar Evers game 


